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WE IDENTIFY AS POOR 
BECAUSE OF THE MONEY WE 
EARN NOT BECAUSE OF THE 
WAY WE LIVE

– MONICA

INTERVIEW CONDUCTED 2017 



QUESTIONS

 Earning- Quantitative Methods  Living- Qualitative Methods

1. How does the triangulation of qualitative and quantitative data provide a 
more expansive understanding of poverty in general?

2. How does a mixed methods approach explain poverty in the West Side of 
Chicago in new ways?

3. How can a feminist mixed methods project about poverty help in creating 
anti-poverty policies?



ARGUMENT 

 Both qualitative and quantitative approaches are useful in creating a 
holistic perspective on poverty in the United States (US). However, little 
research has been conducted that applies both qualitative and 
quantitative methods simultaneously. 



MULTIDIMENSIONAL DEPRIVATION INDEX (MPI) RESEARCH 
DESIGN 

Review of 
Literature Methodology Methods 

The Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) is a measurement that reflects relevant non-monetary 
aspects of poverty, including food insecurity, unemployment, dilapidated housing, lack of healthcare, 
and limited educational levels. In other words, MDPI is a comprehensive method for understanding 
poverty because individuals may have income above the poverty threshold but are still deprived in 
other dimensions, such as education, housing, or health."



RETHINKING POVERTY MEASUREMENTS

 Alkire, S. & Foster, J. (2007, revised in 2008). 
Counting and multidimensional poverty 
measurement. OPHI Working Paper 7, University of 
Oxford. 

 Dhongde, S., & Haveman, R. (2022). Spatial and 
temporal trends in multidimensional poverty in 
the United States over the last decade. Social 
Indicators Research, 163(1), 447.

 Glassman, B. (2019). Multidimensional deprivation 
in the United States: 2017. American Community 
Survey Reports, ACS-40, U.S. Census Bureau, 
Washington, DC. 

Let’s depart from concentrating on the means of living to the actual opportunities of living-
(Sen 2009) 



WHO IS LEFT BEHIND?  



HOW ARE DEPRIVATIONS MEASURED? 

Alkire-Foster Method: Dual cut-off point method. There are three main areas of consideration: headcount 
ratio, weighting, and dimensional decomposition.

Determining who is considered in multidimensional deprivation involves the following six steps:

 Determine the MDI dimensions. 

 Set cut-off points for each dimension (i.e., thresholds between people deprived in the dimension 
and those not deprived in the dimension). 

 Sum the dimensions each person is deprived in and decide on how to weight each dimension. 

 Set a second cut-off point that determines what share of weighted dimensions a person must be 
deprived of in order to be in multidimensional deprivation.

 Sum the individuals who fall into this definition of deprivation, q. 

 Divide this value by the total population:





HOW ARE DEPRIVATIONS MEASURED? 

 Headcount Ratio is the count of people in multidimensional deprivation divided by the 
total population. Percentage of people who are multidimensionally poor. 

 Critique of headcount ratio is if there is an additional deprivation for one person the 
headcount doesn’t change– violates dimensional monotonicity. 

H = 𝒒𝒒
𝒏𝒏

H = count of people in multidimensional deprivation
q = number of deprived people

n = total population 



MPI

MPI=  Adjusted Headcount Ratio: share of possible deprivations that poor people 
are experiencing. In words, the adjusted headcount ratio is the total number of 
deprivations experienced by the poor, divided by the maximum number of 
deprivations that could possibly be experienced by all people. 

𝑴𝑴𝟎𝟎 = HA
H = percent of people that are deprived (how many people are deprived)

A = average deprivation shared among the poor (total number of deprivations 
divided by the number of deprived people) 
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WHAT THE ACS IS MISSING…

 ACS missing data – Qualitative methods 

 Lack of political voice and governance 

 Personal activities 

 Household assets or material possessions 

 Membership in organizations and relationship with neighbors 


	Slide Number 1
	We identify as poor because of the money we earn not because of the way we live��– monica
	Questions
	Argument 
	Multidimensional Deprivation Index (MPI) research design 
	rethinking POVERTY MEASUREMENTS
	Who is left behind?  
	HOW ARE DEPRIVATIONS MEASURED? 
	Slide Number 9
	HOW ARE DEPRIVATIONS MEASURED? 
	MPI
	2010 census Puma reference map: Chicago city (west) 03523
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	What the acs is missing…

