
Working Towards a Better 
Measure of Inadequate 
Housing 



What is Substandard, 
Inadequate, or Problem  

Housing? 



0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

2500000

3000000

3500000

4000000

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

H
o

u
si

n
g 

U
n

it
s 

Lacking Plumbing Characteristics, 1970 - 2010 

Lacking Plumbing

HAC Tabulations of Decennial Census & American Community Survey Data 



0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

2500000

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

H
o

u
si

n
g 

U
n

it
s 

Lacking Kitchen Characteristics 1970 - 2010 

Lacking Kitchen

HAC Tabulations of Decennial Census & American Community Survey Data 



0

1000000

2000000

3000000

4000000

5000000

6000000

7000000

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

H
o

u
si

n
g 

U
n

it
s 

Crowded Housing Characteristics, 1970 - 2010 

Crowding

HAC Tabulations of Decennial Census & American Community Survey Data 



0

5000000

10000000

15000000

20000000

25000000

30000000

35000000

40000000

45000000

1980 1990 2000 2010

H
o

u
si

n
g 

U
n

it
s 

Housing Affordability Characteristics, 1990 - 2010 

Housing Cost Burdened

HAC Tabulations of Decennial Census & American Community Survey Data 



0

5000000

10000000

15000000

20000000

25000000

30000000

35000000

40000000

45000000

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

H
o

u
si

n
g 

U
n

it
s 

U.S. Selected Housing Characteristics, 1970 - 2010 

Lacking Plumbing Lacking Kitchen Crowding Cost Burdened



0.8% 1.0% 
2.3% 

30.6% 

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

Lacking Plumbing Lacking Kitchen Crowded Cost Burdened

P
e

rc
e

n
t 

o
f 

H
o

u
se

h
o

ld
s 

Housing Condition 

Selected Housing Conditions in Rural America, 2012 

HAC Tabulations of Decennial Census & American Community Survey Data 



A Composite Measure Concept 

The variable "Selected Conditions" is defined for owner- and renter-
occupied housing units as having at least one of the following 
conditions:  
 
1) lacking complete plumbing facilities,  
 
2) lacking complete kitchen facilities,  
 
3) with 1.01 or more occupants per room,  
 
4) selected monthly owner costs as a percentage of household income 
greater than 30 percent, and  
 
5) gross rent as a percentage of household income greater than 30 
percent. 
 



36.6% 

30.1% 

33.8% 

45.1% 

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

40.0%

45.0%

50.0%

U.S. Rural & Small
Town

Suburban &
Exurban

Urban

H
o

u
se

h
o

ld
s 

Inadequate Housing Units by Location, 2012 

HAC Tabulations of 2008-2012 American Community Survey Data 



Produced by the Housing Assistance Council

Washington, DC
 

County_2010

Inadequate Housing Units

4.2 - 19.9

20.0 - 29.9

30.0 - 34.9

35.0 - 39.9

40.0 - 75.6

Inadequate Housing Units, 2012
Occupied Housing Units With One or More Problems Related to Quality, Affordability, or Crowding 
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Discussion 



Discussion 

• Value of a composite measure of housing 
adequacy? 

 

• Reliability of data 

 

• Technical concerns/issues 

 

• ??? 

 



Resources 








