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Using ACS Data in Promoting 

and Advocating for Bicycling 



The League of American 

Bicyclists 

• Member organization 

• First founded in 1880 

• Current Major Programs: 

• National Bike Summit 

• Bicycle Friendly America 

• Advocacy Advance 

• Womenbike 

• Equity 



Why Do Bicycle Advocates 

Care about the ACS? 

We have limited data on rates of 
bicycling 

• We want to know if we’re “winning” 

• Some programs rely upon 
measurements (BFA) 

 



Using the ACS to Promote 

Bicycling 



Promoting Bicycling by 

Recognizing Success 



Promoting Bicycling by 

Making Data Accessible 



Working With the ACS as an 

Advocacy Organization 



Advocacy Means Promoting 

Growth 



Advocacy Means Promoting 

Competition 



Advocacy Means Providing 

Hooks for Stories 



Advocacy Means Providing 

Products for Diverse Constituents 



Advocacy Means Using Data 

to Frame Issues 



Advocacy Means Using Data 

to Support Programs 



Media 

Very positive media reception 

• 2700 page views 

Stories in many publications, including: 
• Streetsblog 

• Houston Chronicle 

• Oregon Public Broadcasting 

• Salt Lake City Tribune 

• Associated Press 

• Utah Public Radio 

 
 



Conclusion 

The ACS is extremely helpful 
• It gives critical data 

• It can be a base for other analysis 

We look forward to new data mashups 
• New Census Report – Modes Less Traveled 

is a great step in the direction of more 
detailed analysis 

http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/american_community_survey_acs/cb14-86.html


Thank you! 

ken@bikeleague.org 


