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HOW ZILLOW USES ACS DATA       

TO TURN ON THE LIGHTS

Aaron Terrazas, Senior Economist

zillow.com/research
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WHY WOULD ZILLOW CARE 

ABOUT THE ACS?
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Core Values
What we believe

Core Beliefs
Who we are

Definition
What it means

Turn on the Lights. Transparent

Believe in transparency. We unlock 

information, bring it into the light, and make 

it accessible and useful for all.

Power to the People. Consumer Obsessed

Empower consumers with the tools, insight 

and information they need to make the best 

decisions. When we delight consumers, we 

are of most value to our customers.
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THE ACS COMPLEMENTS 

ZILLOW DATA
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Zillow data
Lots of information about homes

ACS data
Lots of information about people
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Some (recent) research…

Affordability Tears

– ACS data on incomes by metro

http://www.zillow.com/research/home-affordability-by-price-tier-9547/
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The Renters Next Door: America’s New Generation of Single Family Renters

– ACS data on demographics of renters of single-family residences

…Some more (recent) research…

http://www.zillow.com/research/single-family-residence-renters-9493/
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Doubled up for Dollars

– ACS data on household size and composition

…Still more (recent) research…

http://www.zillow.com/research/doubling-up-households-7947/
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…There is a lot of recent research.

• Homeownership Really Is All About the Money

• Beasts of Burden: Characteristics of High-Burden and Low-Burden 

Renting Households

• The New Suburban Tenements

• Young Adults are Stacking Up, But not Shacking Up

• The Best Place for you to Retire is…

• Americans paid $441 billion in rent in 2014

• Large Multi-Family Buildings: Bright, Shiny, New … and Affordable? 

• Hidden Households and their Future Housing Activity

http://www.zillow.com/research/homeownership-by-income-9419/
http://www.zillow.com/research/characteristics-renting-households-9341/
http://www.zillow.com/research/low-income-renters-older-buildings-8917/
http://www.zillow.com/research/young-adults-shacking-up-8860/
http://www.zillow.com/research/best-places-to-retire-8658/
http://www.zillow.com/research/best-places-to-retire-8658/
http://www.zillow.com/research/affordable-rent-large-buildings-8370/
http://www.zillow.com/research/housing-potential-energy-8124/
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Applications of ACS data every day

• Market insight

– Market segment seminars for industry professionals 

– Consumer-facing research

• Benchmarking

– Number of owned/rented properties in our database

– List rents (although not home values)

• Locational decisions

– Not us, but so we’ve heard…



1616

WE PRACTICE         

WHAT WE PREACH
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We don’t just consume data. We open ours too.

Real Estate Metrics 

• Zillow Home Value Index 

• Zillow Rent Index

• Zillow Home Value Forecast

• Negative equity 

• List prices

• Sale prices

• Rental prices

• Home sales

• $ value/square foot

• $ price/square foot

• Sale-to-list price ratio

• % listings with price cuts 

• $ amount of listing price cuts 

• % homes sold for loss/gain

• % homes foreclosed

• % sales that are foreclosure re-sales 

• % homes increasing/decreasing in value

• % homes sold in the past year

• Price-to-rent ratios

• Price-to-income ratios

• Affordability
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Thank you.

Aaron Terrazas

Senior Economist

Zillow Real Estate Research

aaront@zillow.com


