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What I Will Be Covering

• A Case Study Looking at Occupied Housing 

Units

• Looked at  One, Three, and Five Year ACS

• Developed a typology of results. 
• Signal

• Change

• Review

• Okay: Enough consistency after study to say 

nothing needs to change (Two Counties) 



The Importance of Occupied Unit Information

• Key part of Nevada estimates
– Certified estimate is (Housing Unit-based 

estimate plus Regression-based estimate)/2

• Estimates used to distribute $2 Billion from 

1999 to 2011 among local governments

based on population and assessed 

valuation change.

• Control totals for other estimates

• Still recovering from the housing bubble



For the housing unit-based estimate we must 

use by regulation:

• Assessor housing counts or local 

government counts

• An occupancy rate

There were a number of issues in comparing the 

local housing counts to the Census especially in 

2010.  

• Non-traditional housing units such as 

unpermitted units, RV’s, and 

daily/weekly/monthly units

• New condominium developments



How well do the overall local housing 

counts and Census compare?





Occupancy rate approaches:

• 2000 to 2010

• Clark County used USPS and later in the 

decade local energy data

• For other counties from 2001 to 2010 

local energy data used where possible 

• Post-2010 we are using a modified version 

of Florida’s approach

• Florida uses direct estimate of occupied 

units by ratio

• We update the 2010 Census rate using a 

ratio with Local Electric Data in Nevada. 



ACS provides three estimates to consider

• Administrative Record Based
– Population (averages for multiyear)

– Housing Counts (average for multiyear)

• Occupied Unit Counts (weighted survey results)

Maybe useful for signaling that there continues to 

be unresolved issues with local housing markets

• Is it a better source? 

• Timeliness impacts ability to use for certified 

estimates.

• How to use for determining trends. 







Six Counties are reported 

in the 2009 to 2013 ACS

and local utility data.  



Three Counties 

are reported 

in the 2009 to 2013 

ACS but do not 

have 

local energy data.



Conclusions

• Important to understand controls, time frame, 

and possible interaction between them. (see 

Realizing the Potential of the American 

Community Survey: Challenges, Tradeoffs, 

and Opportunities www.nap.edu)

• 5 year estimates are hard to interpret.

• Does overlap matters if looking at trends?



Lessons and Comments Learned While Putting 

This Together
• The H31 - Units In Structure For Vacant Housing  

Units Table is gone.

• There are still questions about the use of ACS 

for affordable housing grant programs. 

• The MOE is a problem for folks dealing with small 

geographies and determining program 

qualifications.

• Programs need time to grow, sampling error may 

move an area in and out of programs and 

destabilize funding. 
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