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Applied Population Laboratory

• Founded in 1965

• Areas of specialization:
• Applied demography
• Health geography
• Spatial analysis

• Information systems
• Planning

• Community development

• Long-term collaboration with 
UW Cooperative Extension
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WisContext

• Founded 2015; 
website launch 2016 

• In-depth contextual reporting
• Urgent and emergent themes
• Online, multimedia resource

Collaboration of:
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APL & WisContext

• Demographic research

• Want to share products 
with lay audiences

• Lack a decent channel for 
presenting public-facing 
work

• Interest in data-rich 
content

• Timely dissemination 
through digital platforms

• Limited training in data 
and scientific methods



ACS Health Insurance Estimates

http://www.apl.wisc.edu/publications/acs_healthins_web/acs_healthins_brief.html

State-Level 1-year Estimates, 2014 ACS (released 2015)

http://www.apl.wisc.edu/publications/acs_healthins_web/acs_healthins_brief.html


ACS Health Insurance Estimates

http://www.apl.wisc.edu/public
ations/acs_16/healthins16.html

State-Level 1-year Estimates, 2015 ACS (released 2016)

https://www.wiscontext.org/health-insurance-coverage-
wisconsinites-hits-new-high

http://www.apl.wisc.edu/publications/acs_16/healthins16.html
https://www.wiscontext.org/health-insurance-coverage-wisconsinites-hits-new-high


ACS Health Insurance Estimates’ Releases: Comparison

2015 (2014 ACS data)

• APL posted on its website

• Originally created as static 
document

• Interactive graphics 
developed and 
incorporated later

2016 (2015 ACS Data)

• Collaboration with 
WisContext:
• Discussions on message 

focus
• Co-authoring content (esp. 

WisContext providing fact-
checking!)

• Rapid posting
• APL hosts graphics; 
WisContext’s web 
documents pull current 
versions
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Future Directions

• Funding:
• Joyce Foundation

• Reilly Baldwin Endowment

• Increased, steady production of analyses:
• “short” form (social media)

• “long” or traditional form (Web pages)

• Reader evaluation surveys

• Readership metrics
• Particularly young readers (?)



Challenges

• Reaching younger (potential) consumers of data

• Reconciling “slow” academic research
with “fast” news cycles




