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OBJECTIVES

The purpose of this presentation is to demonstrate how the County 

of San Diego uses ACS data to develop county and sub-county 

level demographic data to provide detailed information about the 

characteristics of the people living in San Diego County. 



DEMOGRAPHICS

SNAPSHOT OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY

• 5th largest county in the U.S. with very diverse 
communities from rural to very urban areas 
covering 4,200 sq. miles

• 41 Sub-regional Areas (SRAs)

• 3.2 million residents 

• Of these, we are a majority minority 
population.

• 47% White

• 33% Hispanic

• 11.7% Asian/Pacific Islander

• 4.7% Black

• 0.4% American Indian

• 18 federally recognized Indian reservations.

• 16 naval and military installations.

• 18 municipalities; 36 unincorporated towns.

• 18 hospitals.

• 42 school districts.

Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimate.



METHODS

OVERALL METHODS

 Assessed list of indicators for additions or modification, as needed.

 Using ACS 5-year estimates for San Diego County, census tract level data were 

aggregated into sub-regional areas (SRAs) and its corresponding Health and Human 

Services Agency Region (HHSA Region).

 Percentages were calculated for each indicator.

 A profile for each of the indicator was developed at the county, regional, and sub-

county level for comparison. Additionally, a graph for most of these variables were 

created to visually compare differences across HHSA Regions and the county.

 These profiles are made available to the public health community and public 

policy‐makers to better understand and manage the health and well‐being of the 

residents of our County. 



2015 INDICATORS

BASIC POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS

• Age

• Gender

• Race/Ethnicity

• Primary Language Speaking at Home

• School Enrollment

• Education Attainment

• Marital Status

• Single Parent Households

• Vehicles in Household

INCOME AND POVERTY

• Labor Force

• Ways of Commuting to Work

• Household Income

• Housing and Occupancy

• Median Rent and House Value

• Housing Costs as Percent of Household 

Income

• Population and Families Living Below 

Poverty Level

SPECIAL POPULATIONS

• Seniors

• Disability

• Foreign Born Population

• Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

• SNAP/Food Stamps Receipt and Eligibility

VETERANS

• Gender

• Race/Ethnicity

• Age Group

• Median Income and Poverty

• Educational Attainment

• Period of Service



DATA USED

22 ACS TABLES WERE USED FOR 2015 PROFILES:

Detailed Tables

 B01001

 B02015

 B02016

 B03002

 B09020

 B10051

 B14002

 B16001

 B17010

 B17024

 B21002

 B22002

 B22007

 B23001

Data Profiles

 DP02

 DP03

 DP04

Subject and Selected Population Tables

 S1101

 S1810

 S2101

 S2301

 S2503



INSIGHT INTO PREVENTION

2012 Demographic Profiles

2015  Demographic Profiles



Building 

Better 

Health

Living 

Safely
Thriving

Live Well San Diego focuses on creating an environment that encourages 

all San Diego County residents to live healthy, safe, and thriving lives.



INSIGHT INTO PREVENTION



COLLECTIVE IMPACT

The Live Well San Diego Indicators capture the overall well-being of residents in the county. These 

Indicators enable us to measure progress as we connect a wide array of programs and activities to 

measurable improvements in the health and well-being of every resident.

Thriving

Supporting Programs

• Reach Out and Read San Diego, 

a program of the American 

Academy of Pediatrics

• Escondido Union School District's 

(EUSD) Parent University 

Program

• Every Student, Every Day

• Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Community Choir San Diego

• Vista’s Partnership for Children



CONCLUSIONS

 Using this information, Health and Human Services Agency staff in each of the Health 

and Human Services Regions identify problems and priority needs within their 

communities.

 Data from the demographic profiles is used to feed and complement Live Well San 

Diego indicators. 

 The public health community and policy-makers use demographic profiles to look into 

population characteristics to better understand and manage the health and well‐being 

of the residents of our County and/or explore possible venues for interventions.

 Website analytics show that the demographic profiles are, and continue to be, the 

leading downloaded product on the Community Health Statistics website. 



LIMITATIONS

 Data is not always available at the level needed. For example: 

 Population by age at one year increments

 Race/ethnicity by age groups or by one year age increments 

 NEXT STEPS: Contact the Census Bureau to discuss the possibility of acquiring data 

at lower levels, particularly individual age year increments and by race/ethnicity.
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