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• Rich data is publicly available

• Making sense of available data can be challenging

• Warehouse vs. Showroom

Motivation
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Create an integrated tool that showcases data from a 

variety of public sources into coherent stories.

Approach

We call this tool a “data visualization engine”



Three basic ways to explore:

1. Narrative Profiles

2. Stories

3. Map Explorer

Scope



Scope: Key Themes



Scope: Stories



Scope: Map Explorer



Scope: Data Sources

The American Community Survey (ACS) is the primary source of data for the site. 

Other sources include:

• Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (Department of Education)

• County Health Rankings (compiled by University of Wisconsin)

• Make/Use Tables (Bureau of Economic Analysis)

• O*NET (Department of Labor)

• Current Employment Statistics (Bureau of Labor Statistics)

• Dartmouth Atlas of Health (coming soon in expanded detail)

•Freight Analysis Framework (coming soon from the Department of Transportation)



Narrative Examples



Site Notes

• The site is open-source, and the code is available on Github.

• Using the site’s Application Programming Interface (API) users can download 

data in CSV or JSON format.

• Since launching April 4, 2016 Data USA has received over 2.5 million page 

views.

• Winner of the 2017 Webby Award for Government & Civil Innovation.

• Based on the feedback we receive, we see a wide range of users from students, 

researchers, real estate professionals, business owners, analysts, education 

professionals, epidemiologists and more.

• Interestingly, we see more than 30% of our traffic from mobile users and we 

hope to improve the site’s mobile features in future iterations.



Demo

https://datausa.io

https://datausa.io


Questions?

hello@datausa.io

jonathan@datawheel.us
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