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The American Community Survey

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design,
continuous improvement, and data quality

* Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses,

and produces 11 billion estimates each year
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&, e American Community Survey

This booklet shows the
content of the

American Community Survey
questionnaire.

Respond online today at:

https://respond.census.govi/acs
OR

Complete this form and mail it

back as soon as possible.

This form asks for information about the
people who are living or staying at the
address on the mailing label and about the
house, apartment, or mobile home located
at the address on the mailing labek

If you need help or have questions
about completing this form, please call
— 1-800-354-7271. The telephone call is free.

Telephone Device for the Deaf (TDD):
Call 1-800-582-8330. The telephone call is free.

INECESITA AYUDA? Si usted habla espariol y
necesita ayuda para completar su cuestionario,
llame sin cargo alguno al 1-877-833-5625.
Usted también puade completar su entravista
por teléfono con un entrevistador que habla
espanol. O puede responder por Internat en:
https:firespond.census.goviacs

For more information about the American
Community Survey, visit our web site at:
httpzfwww.census.goviacsimwww

O Plaam\ -mda\r s date.

Year

LI

@ 8 e print the name and telephone number of the person who is
ﬁllmg out this form. We may contact you if there is a guestion.

7 Last Name

First Name Ml

|

Area Code + Number

0 How many people are living or staying at this address?

+ INCLUDE everyone who is living or staying here for more than 2 months.

* INCLUDE yourself if you are living here for more than 2 months.

= INCLUDE an one else nny nqzhere who does not have another place to
stay, even |ft ey are her months or less.

* DO NOT INCLUDE anﬁuna who is living somewhere elsa for more than
2 months, such as a college student living away or someone in the
Armed Forces on deployment.

Number of people

° Fill out pages 2, 3, and 4 for everyone, including yourself, who is
living or staying at this address for more than 2 months. Then
complete the rest of the form.
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Types of Data Products

Summary Products

e Tables and profiles

 Generated by Census Bureau with
input from subject matter experts

e Available from:
e data.census.gov
 American FactFinder
 Many other tools and apps

‘ e n S u S Economics and Statistics Administration
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Public Use Microdata Sample

 Untabulated records

e Subsample of population and
housing records from the ACS

e Available from:
« FTP



Best Practices to Remember Median Household Income

Occupied Households

T M $55,000 or higher
B 355,000 to $64,999
[ $50,000 to $54,999
[[] $45,000 to $49,999
[] Less than $45,000

e Remember Margins of Error
e Show them

Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metro Area
Median Household Income: $99,669 @

More Information About Household Income
The median income of households in the Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metro Area
was $99,669. An estimated 6.0 percent of households had income below $15,000 a year and 29.9

percent had income over $150,000 or more.
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District of Columbia
Th e pO p u I =] 65.6% (+/- 2.9%) of people age 65 and older had access to the Internet.

Best Practices to Remember

Internet Access by Age

100.0
| access to the Internet
820.0
74.9 |d older.
e Remember Margins of Error : [rales by state.
- I males by state.
60.0
g
b
g 44.0
o .
e Visualize them Characteristics 20.0 -
Population '
Married
Family Households L
) 20.0 4
Foreign-Barn
Spoke Only English
High School Diploma or Higher
Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 0.0 S
(® Internet Access E5t0 74 75t084 85and Older
Disabi”ty The gray lines represent the upper and lower 90% confidence intervals. Percent
Labor Force Participation M =co0ormore
Retirement Income W 7s0tc79.9
Hd740t0759
O710t0739
.. [ Lessthan71.0
A E
o Median state: 75.1%
Female O @D @ O CHO@ED 06D 608 6
Med tat
Internet Access lian state
Male O S@), Oth e coGEII® @

Median state
580 600 620 640 660 680 700 720 740 760 780 800 820 840 860 380

C[]'ni{ed States™ ‘ U.S. Department of Commerce

en s us Economics and Statistics Administration Source: 2016 American Community Survey,

U.5. CENSUS BUREAU 1-year Public Use Microdata Sample
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Best Practices to Remember

e Remember Margins of Error S o P _
(Fill in boxes to get map reliability* for classification schemes)
STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3
Insert estimates & Margins of Error (MOEs) Select number of classes Select class breaks
{Insert up to 2,500 lines) (Type in number from 2 to 7) (Type in lower limit for each class)
e Ensure reliability , User Defined -
Estimates MOEs Classes Class Breaks Count Reliability *
1 0.00 [ 4 topcloss|  5,00000] 52 11.9
2 1105.00 222.00 lowest (2 closses) 2,500.00 384 11.0
3 2667.00 358.00 lowest (3 classes) 1,000.00| 1,241 6.4
4 0.00 lowest (4 classes) 0.00 490 7.3
5 4028.00 998.00 lowest (5 classes)
6 6463.00 737.00 lowest (6 closses)
7 4132.00 619.00 lowest (7 classes)
8 1120.00 162.00
9 695.00 110.00 Total 2,167 7.6
10 1882.00 560.00
11 1709.00 246.00 Reliable
12 3419.00 400.00
13 1734.00 231.00 “The reliability score isthe probabilty that any given estimate is aroneousl classed.
14 1470.00 244.00 A mapclassficaion is consdered to be relizble if thetotal reliabifity <ore is less 10% and all ndividual dasses are lessthan 20%.
15 3663.00 390.00

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/handbooks/state-local.html

CUnited States™ U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration
u U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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Unemployment Rate (%)
Best Practices to Remember

10.09% Confidence Interval

9.0%
Confidence Interval
8.0%
7.0% 6.7%
o 6.0%
E
e Use Census tracts and block groups g 5.0% .
with caution .
e Margins of Error
3.0%
2.0%
1.0%
0.0%
2006-2010 2013-2017
United States™ géih E:iasfme;;E:tizf::‘n:::;mﬁon Source U.S. Census Bureau’s 2006-2010 and 2013-2017
CenSUS U.S. CENSUS BUREAU 5-Year Estimates for Census Tract 32007.07 Maricopa
eassssssssme Bureau census.gov ;

County, Arizona



Best Practices to Remember

e Custom Geographies
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Unemployed Population by Neighborhood Tabulation Area (NTA)
New York City, 2011-2015%

Unemployed Population
- 5,000 or more

- ke Manhattan
| 1,000 to 2,499
Under 1,000

=
.

—/ Staten
Island

* 5-year period estimate

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/handbooks/state-local.html
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Types of Data Products

Public Use Microdata Sample

 Untabulated records

e Subsample of population and
housing records from the ACS

e Available from:
« FTP
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Questions Not Answered by Summary Products

 What Percentage of Older Americans
Have Internet Access at Home?

 What is the Marital Status of Young
Adults in College?

‘ e n S u S Economics and Statistics Administration
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Questions Answered by ACS Public Use Microdata Sample

 What Percentage of Older Americans
Have Internet Access at Home?

 What is the Marital Status of Young
Adults in College?

* Upcoming demonstration

CUnited States™ U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration
u U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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The Population 65 Years and Older: 2016

Internet Access

Percentage of people 65 years and older who lived in & household that had access to the Internet

1. Select a characteristic to explore among people 65 years and older.
2. Hover over the map to see that feature among the older population by state.
3. Click onthe circles to see that feature for older females and males by state.

Characteristics
Population
Married
Family Households
Foreign-Born
Spoke Only English
High School Diploma or Higher
Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
(® Internet Access
Disability
Labor Force Participation

Percent

l 20.0 or more

Retirement Income W 76.0t075.9

H720t075.9

Od710t073.2
" - [ Lessthan71.0
S Median state: 75.1%

Female O Qo OCoOCndooaD o 0 °
Median state
Internet Access

Male O o QD o cooMaas® @

Median state

580 600 620 640 660 680 700 720 740 760 780 300 820 B840 3850 880

Source: 2016 American Community Survey,
1-year Public Use Microdata Sample
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Accessing the ACS Public Use Microdata Sample

e Go to the ACS website
e Select the desired PUMS file
e Select format (CSV or SAS)

e Select geography and type
e (Housing or Population)

e Unzip the files
e (National will have two files)

United States™ U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration
u U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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BROWSE BY TOPIC EXPLORE DATA LIBRARY SURVEYS/ PROGRAMS INFORMATION FOR...

/" Census.gov / Our Surveys & Programs / American Community Survey (ACS) / American Community Survey Data / PUMS Data

American Community Survey (ACS)

FIND A CODE ABOUT US

About the Survey r:'j‘. PU MS Data

Respond to the Survey
News & Updates 7
_ =" Supporting documentation for the data below is available on the PUMS

o Documentation page.
Data Tables & Tools 1M

Data via FTP

SIS >4 pUMS Data 2005 - Current Available through the FTP

PUMS Data S|te

Variance Replicate Available through the American FactFinder
Tables website
2004 ACS PUMS

Race/Ethnicity and

American Indian &

Alaska Native Data 2013-2017 ACS 5-year PUMS

Custom Tables

2003 ACS PUMS

Guidance for Data Users 2017 ACS l-year PUMS

Geagraphy & ACS 2002 ACS PUMS

Technical 2012-2016 ACS 5-year PUMS
Documentation 2001 ACS PUMS

Methodelogy

Library 2016 ACS 1-year PUMS

2000 ACS PUMS

Operations and

Administration

2011-2015 ACS 5-year PUMS

Gontact Us 1996-98 PUMS Files Available on DVD
..-. -. .‘ 2015 ACS 1-year PUMS Microdata for select test areas is
Respond to the ACS available on DVD.

Learn how

2010-2014 ACS 5-year PUMS & To request a DVD, email your

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/pums.html

Related Information

Share Your ACS Data Story
Contact Us

Introduction to the Public Use
Microdata Sample (PUMS) File

You May Be Interested In

RELATED TOPICS
Contact Us

AROUND THE BUREAU
Email Updates

MOST POPULAR
Share Your ACS Data Story

12
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The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell us Yours!

GEOGRAPHY

Maps, Products

LIBRARY

Infographics, Publications

DATA SURVEYS/PROGRAMS
Tools, Developers  Respond, Survey Data

Your story

Community Survey

Share Your ACS Data Story

urve!
4 ‘We want to hear about how you use American Community Survey (ACS) datal
Did you or your organization use the ACS to make an important decision, he’
5 community, open/expand a business, efc? If so, we are eager to learn mos |

ACS data in action. Share your story by completing the fields below to h
ACS  showcase the value of the ACS

Your outcome

Need help getting started? Check out featured examples from our curre
of ACS data stories.

*
Indicates a requs

Your Story *

Tell us how you use ACS data.

Your data details

Qutcome *

-
Tell us about any outcomes or decisions that you or your organization have made based on ACS data. For example
selecting a location for a $250 million department store distribution center that brought 4,000 jobs to Denver, CO.

census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story

CUnited States™ U.S. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration
u U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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The American Community Survey
Continue the Conversation

Sign up for and manage alerts at
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information online:
https://www.census.gov/acs

Census Customer Service Center
800-923-8282

e nsus Economics and Statistics Administration

eassssssssme Bureau

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

CUnited States™ U.S. Department of Commerce
census.gov

&

<[>

Social media: @uscensusbureau
#ACSdata

acso.users.support@census.gov

Source Us:

U.S. Census Bureau’s [YYYY — YYYY] American
Community Survey
[1/3/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]

16
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Links to ACS Visualizations

AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY
e census.gov/acs/

2017 AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY (ACS) DATA WHEEL
* census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2017-data-wheel.html

WHAT CAN YOU LEARN ABOUT COUNTIES FROM THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY?
e census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/learn-acs.html

WHAT CAN YOU LEARN ABOUT COUNTIES FROM THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY?
e census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/acs-counties.html

HOUSING ADMINISTATIVE RECORD SIMULATION
e census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/housing-admin-record-simulation.html

WHAT PEOPLE AND HOUSEHOLDS ARE REPRESENTED IN EACH ACS DATA COLLECTION MODE?
* census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/acs-collection.html

PRESENTATION: ENGAGING INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL AUDIENCES WITH THE ACS THROUGH DATA VISUALIZATION
e census.gov/content/dam/Census/newsroom/press-kits/2018/aapor/aapor-presentation-interactive-acs.pdf

e nsus Economics and Statistics Administration

U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
easssssss—— Bureau

CUnited States™ U.S. Department of Commerce
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http://www.census.gov/acs/
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/2017-data-wheel.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/learn-acs.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/acs-counties.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/housing-admin-record-simulation.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/acs-collection.html
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/newsroom/press-kits/2018/aapor/aapor-presentation-interactive-acs.pdf
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