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Why NERD Boston?

Measure trends and racial/ ethnic inequities across Boston metro area geographies

● All metro area cens us  tracts  and 17 Boston neighborhoods
● All metro area municipalities
● Context: Metro area, Mas s achus etts , New England, Northeas t, Nation 

303 indicators  covering a  wide range of s ubjects  including demography, education, 
employment, health, hous ing, earnings , ances try, commuting and more.

160 of its  303 indicators  available by race/ ethnicity

Bas ed on American Community Survey, 1-year and 5-year data

Free and open to the public
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More Meaningful Summary Levels
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● Alls ton (4 cens us  tracts )
● Brighton (13)
● Central (21)

Back Bay, Beacon Hill, Wes t End, 
North End, Downtown, Chinatown, 
South Bos ton Waterfront

● Charles town (6)
● Dorches ter Central (19)

Fields  Corner, Bowdoin, Codman 
Square, Uphams  Corner

● Dorches ter North/ South (11)
Columbia  Point, Ashmont, Neponset

● Eas t Bos ton (13)
● Fenway/ Kenmore/ LMA (9)
● Hyde Park (8)
● J amaica Plain (13)
● Mis s ion Hill (4)
● Mattapan (6)
● Ros lindale (8)
● Roxbury (16)
● South Bos ton (11)
● South End (9)
● Wes t Roxbury (7)

Based on Boston Planning and Development Agency neighborhood definitions



More Reliable Estimates
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Median 90% Margin of Error,
All NERD Percentage Indicators

Median 
Unweighted 
Sample Size

All 
estimates

Non-
Hispanic 
Whites

Persons 
of Color

Total 
Population

Census Tracts 
(N=178) 16.6 10.2 17.6 249

Neighborhoods 
(N=17) 6.1 3.2 6.0 2,354

Source: NERD Boston, based on 5-Year ACS Summary Files
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Percent with College 
Degree, His panic or 

Latinos

17 Bos ton Neighborhoods

His panic or Latino Adults  Aged 25+ 
with a College or Higher Degree. 

2013-2017
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Median Household 
Income

Bos ton metro area

5-year averages

2006-2010

2007-2011

…

2013-2017
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Median Household 
Income

Total population

Metro area  municipalities  and 
Bos ton neighborhoods , ranked 
by median household income

2013-2017
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Median Household Income
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Median Household Income
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Median Household Income

15

Hispanic or Latino Non-Hispanic WhiteBlack or 
African-American



Why NERD Boston?

Meas ure trends  and racial/ ethnic 
inequities  acros s  Bos ton metro area
● Cens us  tracts , Bos ton 

neighborhoods , municipalities
● Context geographies

303 indicators  (160 by race/ ethnicity)

Bas ed on American Community Survey, 
1-year and 5-year data

Free and open to 
the public!

http:/ / icyfp.brandeis.edu/research/nerd/nerd-
boston.html

Shortened URL:  bit.ly/NERDBoston

Contact us: info@diversitydatakids.org





Median Household Income
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