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#AffordableForWhom
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New York City’s Affordable Housing Plan

New York City Independent Budget Office

300,000 Housing Units

12 Years

5 Income Groups
Extremely low

Very low
Low

Moderate
Middle



Very Low Income

Household 
Size

Income Range

$27,200 

$24,500 

$21,800 

$19,050 

$45,300

$40,800

$36,250

$31,750



ACS 2012-2016 
5-Year Estimates

Housing 
Department Data
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Roadmap of Research Design

How do the income restrictions of New York City’s 
affordable housing compare to area incomes?
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New York City
2,168 Census Tracts

Affordable Housing Income Group
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New York City
55 Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMA)

Affordable Housing Income Group
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New York City
195 Neighborhood Tabulation Areas

Affordable Housing Income Group
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Determine Median Household Size

Median Household Size by 
Neighborhood



Estimate Incomes Associated with Median 
Household Size



Assign Neighborhoods to Affordable Housing 
Income Group

Very Low Income

2 Person Household
$32,000 Income



Research Results

51%

25%

24%

Earns Too Little 
to Qualify for 
Neighborhood’s 
Affordable 
Housing

Would Qualify 
for Neighborhood 
Affordable Housing

Earns Too Much 
to Qualify for 

Neighborhood’s 
Affordable 

Housing
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Research 
Results

Typical Neighborhood 
Income Lower Than 

Affordable Housing Income 
Group

Typical Neighborhood 
Income Eligible for 
Affordable Housing

Typical Neighborhood Income 
Higher Than Affordable 
Housing Income Group

Middle 
Income 
Housing

Moderate 
Income 
Housing

Low Income 
Housing

Very Low 
Income 
Housing

Extremely 
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Housing
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