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• Quick introduction to the ACS and its Summary File

• Overview of the beta format proposal and feedback

• Live demo of the new format

• Resources and feedback

• Questions

The American Community Survey
The Foundation
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The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design, 
continuous improvement, and data quality

• The nation’s most current, reliable, and accessible data source for local statistics 
on critical planning topics such as age, children, veterans, commuting, education, 
income, and employment

• Surveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of Federal 
government spending each year

• Covers 40+ topics, supports over 300 evidence-based Federal government uses, 
and produces 11 billion estimates each year

• Three key annual data releases:

• 1-year Estimates (for large populations)

• 1-year Supplemental Estimates (for small populations)

• 5-year Estimates (for very small populations)

The American Community Survey
The Foundation
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The ACS Summary File:

• is a set of comma-delimited text files that contain all of the ACS 
Detailed Tables 

• 3 files: estimates, margins of error, and geography files

• found in the FTP site, accessible through the Summary File Data page

The problem with the current format:

• confusing for data users

• extra work for ACS staff to support two different deliveries
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The American Community Survey
Background of the Current Summary File



Proposed change:

• ACS Summary File will now be one delivery

• Split by table ID (no longer split by state and sequence number)

• Therefore – 1 file for each table containing estimates, MOEs, for all geographies

Benefits of the change:

• For Data Users:
• Estimates and margins of error for each table are combined into one file
• All geography identifiers and labels combined into one file
• Simplified documentation

• For Census Bureau:
• Save time and resources
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The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - General



The new format is a beta version only. 

The beta version will be released in parallel with the regular 2019 ACS 
Summary File production file this December.

There are no changes for the regular 2019 ACS Summary File 
production file itself planned at this time, and it is not a final decision 
for the 2020 ACS Summary File.
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The American Community Survey
Release Plan
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The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed

1YR/5YR
(2)

Entire/
State/

Seq By State
x(3)

State
x(52)

Tracts/
Block Groups

x(1-2)

Sequence
x(142-184)

Estimate/MOE

x(2)

ACS Produces over 140,000 files for the summary file each year

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/summary_file/2018/data/

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/summary_file/2018/data/
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The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed
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The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed
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The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed

B01001A: SEX By AGE (WHITE ALONE) 2018 5YR



Live Demo of the Test Format
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The American Community Survey
Live Demo of the New Format



Access all necessary information on the Updates to the ACS Summary 
File webpage at:

www.census.gov/updates-acs-summary-file

To provide feedback, comment on the “Proposed changes to the ACS 
Summary File format” discussion form in the ACS Data Users Group 
site, or send an email to acso.users.support@census.gov with the 
subject "ACS SF Feedback".

Feedback due Friday, November 13, 2020.
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The American Community Survey
Resources and Feedback on the New Format

http://www.census.gov/updates-acs-summary-file
https://acsdatacommunity.prb.org/discussion-forum/f/forum/629/proposed-changes-to-the-acs-summary-file-format
mailto:acso.users.support@census.gov


census.gov/acs/www/share-your-story
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The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell us Yours!

Your story

Your data details

Your outcome



Sign up for and manage alerts at 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information online:
census.gov/acs

Social media: @uscensusbureau
#ACSdata

Census Customer Service Center 
800-923-8282

Source Us:

U.S. Census Bureau’s [YYYY – YYYY] American 
Community Survey 
[1/3/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]

acso.users.support@census.gov
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The American Community Survey
Continue the Conversation



Questions?

Please submit any questions through the webinar’s question box. 

Feedback goes to: “Proposed changes to the ACS Summary File format” 
discussion thread -or- acso.users.support@census.gov with the subject 
"ACS SF Feedback“ by Friday, November 13, 2020.

Webpage link:

www.census.gov/updates-acs-summary-file
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The American Community Survey
Questions?

https://acsdatacommunity.prb.org/discussion-forum/f/forum/629/proposed-changes-to-the-acs-summary-file-format
mailto:acso.users.support@census.gov
http://www.census.gov/updates-acs-summary-file

