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The American Community Survey

* Quick introduction to the ACS and its Summary File
* Overview of the beta format proposal and feedback
* Live demo of the new format

* Resources and feedback

* Questions
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The American Community Survey
The Foundation

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey design, P P ——
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The American Community Survey

The ACS Summary File:

e is aset of comma-delimited text files that contain all of the ACS
Detailed Tables

* 3 files: estimates, margins of error, and geography files
e found in the FTP site, accessible through the Summary File Data page

The problem with the current format:
e confusing for data users

* extra work for ACS staff to support two different deliveries
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The American Community Survey

Proposed change:

* ACS Summary File will now be one delivery

 Split by table ID (no longer split by state and sequence number)

* Therefore — 1 file for each table containing estimates, MOEs, for all geographies

Benefits of the change:

* For Data Users:
* Estimates and margins of error for each table are combined into one file
* All geography identifiers and labels combined into one file
e Simplified documentation

* For Census Bureau:
e Save time and resources
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The American Community Survey

The new format is a beta version only.

The beta version will be released in parallel with the regular 2019 ACS
Summary File production file this December.

There are no changes for the regular 2019 ACS Summary File
production file itself planned at this time, and it is not a final decision
for the 2020 ACS Summary File.
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The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed

ACS Produces over 140,000 files for the summary file each year

Entire/
1YR/5YR » State/
Se

Tracts/
‘ Block Groups
x(1-2)

» Sequence » Estimate/MOE

x(142-184) x(2)

(2) g By State

X(3)

https://www?2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/summary file/2018/data/
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The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed
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Current Summary File

5_year_by_state/

4} Alabama_All_geographies_Not_tracts_Block_Group.zip
|| 20185al00001000
|| @20185al00002000

ﬁ AIahamafﬂilfgeograph‘\esﬁNnLtractsjlockaroup.zip

ﬁ Alabama_All_geographies_Not_tracts_Block_Group.zip

ﬁ Alabama_All_geographies_Not_tracts_Block_Group.zip

5_year_entire_sf/

h 2018_ACS5_Geography_Files.zip

ﬁ All_Geographies_Not_Tracts_Block_Groups.tar
i} 20185al0002000.zip
| ©20185al00001000
| ©20185al00002000
ﬁ Tracts_Block_Groups_Only.tar
5_year_seq_by_state/
Alabama/
All_Geographies_Not_Tracts_Block_Groups/

¥ 20185a10001000.zip
| £20185al00001000
) 20185al00002000
¥¥ 2078520002000 zip
2018520003000 zip
|| g2018al.csv

[ g2018al.xt
Tracts_Block_Groups_Only/
Alaska/

Arizona/

Wyoming/

ﬁ 2018_1yr_Summary_FileTemplates.zip
h 2018_5yr_Summary_FileTemplates.zip

Proposed Summary File

5YearData/
1 acs5y2018-b00001.dat
1 acs5y2018-b00002.dat

|| acs5y2018-¢27021.dat
20181YRGeos.csv
20185YRGeos.csv

© ACS2018_Table_Shells.xlsx




The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed
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Figure 2.7. Excerpt of Estimate File for the State of Maryland
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 ACS Summary File, e2017Imd0038000.txt, <https:/www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs
/summary_file/2017/data/1_year_seq_by_state/Maryland/>.



The American Community Survey
Overview of the New Format - Detailed
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BO1001A: SEX By AGE (WHITE ALONE) 2018 5YR
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The American Community Survey
Live Demo of the New Format

Live Demo of the Test Format
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The American Community Survey
Resources and Feedback on the New Format

Access all necessary information on the Updates to the ACS Summary
File webpage at:

Www.census.gov/u pdates-acs-summary-file

To provide feedback, comment on the “Proposed changes to the ACS
Summary File format” discussion form in the ACS Data Users Group

site, or send an email to acso.users.support@census.gov with the
subject "ACS SF Feedback".

Feedback due Friday, November 13, 2020.
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The American Community Survey
Data Tell Stories. Tell us Yours!

GEOGRAPHY
Maps, Products

LIBRARY

Infographics, Publications

DATA SURVEYS/PROGRAMS

Tools, Developers  Respond, Survey Data

Your story

can Community Survey

Share Your ACS Data Story

urve:
4 We want to hear about how you use American Community Survey (ACS) datal

Did you or your organization use the ACS to make an important decision, hr

A community, open/expand a business, etc? If so, we are eager to learn me ™ =
ACS data in action. Share your story by completing the fields below to b

ACS  showcase the value of the ACS

Your data details

Need help getting started? Check out featured examples from our currei
of ACS data stories.

* N N
Indicates a reguire. SEm—_——

Your Story *

Tell us how you use ACS data

Qutcome *

Tell us about any outcomes or decisions that you or your organization have made based on ACS data. For example
selecting a location for a $250 million department store distnibution center that brought 4,000 jobs to Denver, CO.

census.gov/acs/www/share-your-stor
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The American Community Survey
Continue the Conversation
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Sign up for and manage alerts at
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/
USCENSUS/subscriber/new

More information online:
census.gov/acs

Census Customer Service Center
800-923-8282

<[>

Social media: @uscensusbureau
#HACSdata

acso.users.support@census.gov

Source Us:

U.S. Census Bureau’s [YYYY — YYYY] American
Community Survey
[1/3/5]-year [estimates/statistics/data release]
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The American Community Survey
Questions?

Questions?
Please submit any questions through the webinar’s question box.

Feedback goes to: “Proposed changes to the ACS Summary File format”
discussion thread -or- acso.users.support@census.gov with the subject
"ACS SF Feedback” by Friday, November 13, 2020.

Webpage link:

www.census.gov/u pdates-a CS-SUMmMma rv-fi le
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