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Hurricane Helene – Reality of Data at Work

Emergency Response
- Population
- Occupancy
- Age
- Disability

Damage Assessment and 
Recovery
- Tenure
- Value
- Year of Construction
- Vehicle Availability
- Commuting
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Hurricane Helene LINC Dataset – linc.osbm.nc.gov
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Hurricane Helene LINC Visualization – https://linc.osbm.nc.gov/pages/nc-helene/

https://linc.osbm.nc.gov/pages/nc-helene/
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30+
Inches of local rainfall

96
North Carolina 
casualties

1.4K
Landslides

39
FEMA disaster-
declared counties

1,000-year
Flood

900K
Homes and businesses 
without power

Helene brought record rainfall, flooding, and destruction to western 
North Carolina

Photo credit: CSU/CIRA & NOAA
Source: USGS, NCDHHS, PowerOutage.us, NCSU
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Helene survivors in western North Carolina will require a 
range of support 

Photo credit: NCDOT – Hickory Grove | Source: OSBM, US Census Bureau

1.4M people enrolled in 
Medicaid

12% of population is without 
health insurance

12% of population is below the 
poverty line

55% of population experiencing 
housing cost burden

500K+ people over 18 living with 
disabilities

18% of population is above the 
age of 65
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Hurricane Helene Damage Needs Assessment - https://www.osbm.nc.gov/hurricane-helene-dna

Final Helene Damage Needs Assessment 
was published on December 13, 2024

$59.6 Billion 

Huge thanks to the US Census Bureau team 
working with at the Helene emergency 
response headquarters for providing data
assistance!

https://www.osbm.nc.gov/hurricane-helene-dna
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Contact

Bob Coats
984-236-0687
Bob.Coats@osbm.nc.gov

Governor’s Census Liaison,                                           
North Carolina State Data Center
Demographic and Economic Analysis Section
NC Office of State Budget and Management

mailto:Bob.Coats@osbm.nc.gov
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