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WHO WE ARE:

The Center on Rural Innovation

Our Commitments
e Supportingrural communities

e Producing publicly available
dataon ruralareas

e Advancingruraleconomic
prosperity




Beyond economic concerns:
Quality of Life:
e Measurescomm unity assets
beyond economicindicators

e Complementseconomic
outlook

e Rarely considered

e Supplementssparse dataon
rural

-
—




Markets can reveal preferences for locations and for amenities
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e Householdsarewillingto pay

higher housing prices m
e Forego higher wages to live in

areas with higher quality of life m




DATA: QUALITY OF LIFE & RURAL AREAS

Orinqgnal method

(Rose 79; Roback 1982; Albouy 2008)

“The success of cities
e Individual-leve] hinges more and more
(Micro-level) e
on cities’role as centers
ofconsumption”

(Glaeser,Kolko, Saiz2001)

e Metropolitan areas

e Failedtoinclude
rural



DATA: QUALITY OF LIFE & RURAL AREAS

RS e araage 200 705 >
Updatesto measure: Censusdatautilized:
NHGIS decennial
e County-level data ¢ . .
(aggregated) o 1980;1990;2000
e American Community Survey
e County o 2010;2015;2020;2023

characteristics

e Allowsfor estimation
o_f all counties over
time

Weinstein, Hicks, &Wornell (2023)
Carruthers &Mulligan (2006)

County characteristics:
e Median homevalues (mhv)

e Median householdincome (mhi)

e Other population & location
characteristics



METHODOLOGY

e Previousresearch developed a
general amenity value for all

counties
Carruthers &Mulligan (2006); Glaeser, Kolko, &Saiz (2001)

In(mhv,)) =0y + o, In(mhi)) + ¢,

e Ourmeasureincludes county
characteristics

e CountyCharacteristics allow for
greater prediction of QoL measure
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Population

e Mattersfor:
Population growth i s
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Population Growth (2010-2018)

e Especiallytrue for:

Rural communities oo | o | i

Quality of Life

Austin,Weinstein, Hicks, &Wornell (2022)

. . . . Source: Authors’ calculations using Census Bureau data
Weinstein, Dewberry, &Elliott - Forthcoming
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20°

Employment

Co
[#]
uugw County, OH

O Welanau County, Ml

@3 @cmlhgr‘mh County, Wi

@ o @ 0% &ﬁ County, MN

o
V' O
o) b @%)
& P o
oD ¢ o “
& 2 Q
%D o]

i 1

Quality of Life

B Brookings Metro



e Mattersfor:

Population growth

Employment growth

Entrepreneurship

e Especiallytrue for:
Rural communities
Rise of remotework

Austin, Weinstein, Hicks, &Wornell (2022)
Weinstein, Dewberry, &Elliott - Forthcoming

U.S. Evolution of Remote Workers Share 2014-2023
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Key Takeaways

e Estimate Quality of
Life across U.S.
(1980 - 2023)

e Salient for rural areas

e Generalizable
comparisons of U.S.
economy &living
standards

e Putsrural backinto
policy discussion




Thank you

Contact: Lindsey Elliott, Data Scientist |
Email:lindsey.elliott@ruralinnovation.us
Website:https://ruralinnovation.us/about/
Address:2 Quechee Rd, Hartford VT 05048

Social:
LinkedlIn | Twitter |Facebook | Instagram | YouTube



https://www.linkedin.com/company/11099658
https://twitter.com/Ruralinno
https://www.facebook.com/RuralInno/
https://www.instagram.com/ruralinno/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyqbtSrv4Nad9vVv4dQptcA
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