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w it h  coun t y-level Census da t a

The Cen t er on  Rural Innovat ion
Mapping  & Data  Ana lyt ics



WHO WE ARE: 
Th e Cen ter  on  Ru r a l In n ova t ion

● Suppor ting rural communities

● Producin g publicly available  
data  on  ru ral areas

● Advan cin g ru ral econ om ic 
prosper ity

Our  Commitments



Quali ty of Li fe:
● Measures community assets 

beyond economic indicators

● Complements economic 
outlook

● Rarely considered

● Supplements sparse data on 
rural

QUALITY OF LIFE AND RURAL 
COMMUNITIES

Beyond economic concerns:



ESTIMATING QUALITY OF 
LIFE 

● Households are willing to pay 
h igher  housin g pr ices 

● Forego h igher  wages to live in  
areas with  h igher  quali ty of l i fe

Markets can  reveal preferen ces for  location s an d for  am en ities



DATA: QUALITY OF LIFE & RURAL AREAS

Or iginal method
(Rosen 1979; Roback 1982; Albouy 2008)

● In dividual- level 
(Micro- level)

● Metropolitan  areas

● Failed to in clude 
r ural

“The success of cities 
h in ges m ore an d m ore 
on  cities’ role  as cen ters 
of con sum ption ” 
(Glaeser , Kolko, Saiz 20 0 1)



DATA: QUALITY OF LIFE & RURAL AREAS

Updates to measure:
● County- level data 

(aggregated)

● County 
character istics

● Allows for  estimation 
of al l  count ies over  
t ime

Census data ut i l ized:
● NHGIS decennial

○ 1980; 1990; 2000

● Amer ican Community Survey
○ 2010; 2015; 2020; 2023

County character ist ics:
● Median home values (mhv)

● Median household income (mhi)

● Other  population & location 
character istics

ACS 5-year averages: 2010 - 2023NHGIS decennial: 1980 - 2000

Wein ste in , Hicks, & Worn ell (20 23)
Car ru th ers & Mu lligan  (20 0 6)



METHODOLOGY
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● Previous research developed a 
general amenity value for  a ll 
coun ties 
Carru th ers & Mulligan  (20 0 6); Glaeser , Kolko, & Saiz (20 0 1)

● Our  m easu re in cludes county 
character ist ics

● Coun ty Character istics a llow for  
greater  prediction  of QoL m easu re 



WHY IS QUALITY OF LIFE 
IMPORTANT?

● Matters for : 
Populat ion growth
Employment  growth
Ent repreneurship

● Especially true for :
Rural communit ies

Au stin , Wein ste in , Hicks, & Worn ell  (20 22)
Wein ste in , Dewber ry, & Elliott - Forthcoming



WHY IS QUALITY OF LIFE 
IMPORTANT?

● Matters for : 
Populat ion growth
Employment  growth
Ent repreneurship

● Especially true for :
Rural communit ies
Rise of r emote work

Au stin , Wein ste in , Hicks, & Worn ell  (20 22)
Wein ste in , Dewber ry, & Elliott - Forthcoming
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Key Tak eaw ays
● Estimate Quality of 

Life across U.S. 
(1980 - 2023)

● Salient for  r ural areas

● General izable
com par ison s of U.S. 
econ om y & livin g 
stan dards

● Puts r ural back in to 
policy discussion  
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Thank  you
Contact:  Lindsey Ell iot t , Data  Scien tist I

Em ail: lin dsey.e lliott@ruralin n ovation .us

Website : h ttps://ru ralin n ovation .us/abou t/

Address: 2 Quechee Rd, Har tford VT 0 50 48

Social:
Lin kedIn |  Twitter | Facebook |  In stagram |  YouTube

https://www.linkedin.com/company/11099658
https://twitter.com/Ruralinno
https://www.facebook.com/RuralInno/
https://www.instagram.com/ruralinno/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyqbtSrv4Nad9vVv4dQptcA

	Estimating Quality of Lifewith county-level Census data 
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	DATA: QUALITY OF LIFE & RURAL AREAS
	DATA: QUALITY OF LIFE & RURAL AREAS
	METHODOLOGY
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11

