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The American Community Survey
The Introduction to the ACS Webinar and Discovering the ACS Course
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census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2024/intro-to-the-acs.html

census.gov/data/academy/courses/discovering-the-american-community-survey.html

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/2024/intro-to-the-acs.html
https://www.census.gov/data/academy/courses/discovering-the-american-community-survey.html


• Top 5 things

1. Distinction between Pre-Tabulated Data and Microdata

2. Data Products ONLY available from census.gov/acs

3. Code Lists & Subject Definitions

4. Table Lists

5. Comparing ACS Data

• Presentations on data.census.gov, MDAT, and API

The American Community Survey
Outline
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The American Community Survey
Top 5 Things: #1 – Distinction between Pre-Tabulated Data and Microdata

Profiles 
➢ Profiles contain the most frequently requested 

social, economic, housing, and demographic 
data

Profiles Include: 
➢ Data Profiles (DP)
➢ Comparison Profiles (CP)
➢ Selected Population Profiles (S0201), and 
➢ Narrative Profiles

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html

Tables 
➢ Tables offer a precise or detailed view of a 

subject

Tables Include: 
➢ Detailed Tables (B or C)
➢ Subject Tables (S)
➢ Ranking Tables (R)
➢ Geographic Comparison Tables (GCT)

Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files
• Allows users to create custom tables that are not available through pre-tabulated data products

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html

The American Community Survey
Top 5 Things: #2 – Data Products ONLY available from census.gov/acs
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/data/data-tables.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/code-lists.html
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The American Community Survey
Top 5 Things: #3 – Technical Documentation

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/code-lists.html


census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-shells.html

The American Community Survey
Top 5 Things: #4 – Table List
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/technical-documentation/table-shells.html
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The American Community Survey
Top 5 Things: #5 – Comparing ACS Data

census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/comparing-acs-data.html


• Top 5 things

1. Distinction between Pre-Tabulated Data and Microdata

2. Data Products ONLY available from census.gov/acs

3. Code Lists & Subject Definitions

4. Table Lists

5. Comparing ACS Data

• Followed by presentations on data.census.gov, MDAT, and API
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