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Outline

 Background
Current high-need regions 
 Research on additional area in southeast 

 Defining Southeast Region
 Focus on high poverty, rural census tracts
 Area not currently covered by other high-need regions

 Explore Region
Compare to other high-need regions
 Explore housing characteristics of region (Race/Ethnicity)





Research
 Some scholars considered the larger southeast area (Texas to 

Virginia) to be part of a “Black Belt” region. 

 Definitions of a Black Belt region vary. 

 In 2008, Congress created the Southeast Crescent Commission. 

 The Southeastern Crescent region includes all counties not part of 
an existing high need region that in one of seven states: Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Virginia. 





Definition

 Use framework from Southeast Crescent Commission
 Seven state region of southeast
 Exclude counties already part of a defined high-need region 

(Central Appalachia and Lower Mississippi Delta)

 Focus on Rural and High Poverty Areas
 Use census tract geography
 Rurality measured based on housing unit density and commuting 

patterns
 High poverty defined as census tracts with poverty rates of 20% 

or more





Population Living in High Poverty Census 
Tracts
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Non-White Populations

Rural Area Largest Non-White 
Population

Percent of 
Population

Border Colonia Hispanic/Latino 65%
Native American Lands Native American 60%
Lower Mississippi Delta Black/African American 26%
Southeast Black/African American 24%
Central Appalachia Black/African American 3%
All Other Hispanic/Latino 11%



Disproportionate Share of non-White 
People in Poverty
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Concentrations in High Poverty Census 
Tracts
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Housing Characteristics
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Housing Characteristics
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Housing Characteristics
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Housing Characteristics
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Housing Characteristics
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Housing Characteristics
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Housing Characteristics
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Housing Characteristics
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Southeast Crescent Commission

 Established in 2008; however, there has never been an appointed federal 
co-chair and the commission is listed as inactive.

 Later in 2021, there is supposed to be appointment of a co-chair.

 Annual appropriation increased in 2021 from $250,000 to with $1 million.
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