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Introduction to IPUMS
• A research center that provides US & international census & survey data
• Integrated documentation and standardized data across time and space
• Nine data collections offering data through the online data extract 

system
• Funding from NIH, NSF, Gates Foundation, and others to improve data 

accessibility
• Data and user support services free of charge



Introduction to IPUMS USA
• US Census microdata samples from 1850-2010
• US Census full count microdata from 1850-1940
• American Community Survey microdata from 2000-2021
• Puerto Rico Community Survey microdata from 2005-2021
• Many variable topics, including household-level economic characteristics 

and person-level income
• Mortgage, rent, fuel cost, household income
• Income from wages, retirement income, total income 



Adjust Monetary Values 
Feature

• Pre-AMV feature
• Manual inflation-adjustments required
• Inflation done by data user

• Post-AMV feature
• Automatic inflation-adjustments
• Inflation done by IPUMS data extract system
• Adjustments made to 2010 dollars using the Consumer Price Index for All 

Urban Consumers (CPI-U)



How to Use the AMV Feature - Website Demo!

https://usa.ipums.org/usa


Data Collections that Currently Offer the 
AMV Feature

• All samples
• Select household- and person-level variables

IPUMS USA – US Census and American 
Community Survey

• Basic Monthly samples
• Select household and person-level variables

IPUMS CPS – Current Population Survey



Where to Learn More and Future Directions

• To learn more, visit the IPUMS USA and CPS 
websites. 

• Future expansion will include
• Additional variables for both USA and CPS
• Additional samples, including ASEC samples, for CPS
• Additional data collections

https://usa.ipums.org/usa/adjusted_monetary_values.shtml
https://cps.ipums.org/cps/adjusted_monetary_values.shtml
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Questions
If you have any additional questions or feedback, please reach out to our user 
support team– ipums@umn.edu



Why the CPI-U?

• The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is a measure produced by the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics to indicate the relative price of a set of 
goods and services across time in the United States.

• The CPI for all urban consumers (CPI-U) is the most widely used of 
price indexes.

• IPUMS has selected the CPI-U as the default price index because of 
its widespread use and availability across a long timespan.
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