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History from 2015-Present
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John Thompson

Present

Ken Prewitt  and Sallie Keller agreed to 
co-lead this Census 2030 initiative.
• 5 former Census Bureau Directors, 

Current Census Deputy Director, 
(ex-officio),

• Advocates, Former federal officials, 
University professors, 

• CNSTAT committee chair

2018-2020
Census 2030 committee concluded that:
“Decennial and ACS (should) enlighten the 
public about the workings of a representative 
democracy, the goals of a free enterprise 
economy, and the realization of a socially just 
society.”

Thinking evolved
• Initially proposed 

essential data only 
decennial

• Decennial Census and 
ACS are more than just  
apportionment and 
redistricting  

• They provide a national 
public good information 
platform

• Proposed 21st Century 
Curated Data 
Enterprise

• Sloan Foundation and 
Census Bureau funding
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20172015-2016

Census Bureau 
Tasking
• Identify and 
Characterize 
Stakeholder 
Communities 
•Develop 
Research Agenda

John Thompson 
asked JASON:

Starting with a 
blank sheet of 
paper, how would 
you design the 
2030 Census?



Introducing the Curated Data Enterprise 
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We are moving towards a single enterprise, data-centric operation that enables us to 
funnel data from many sources in a single data lake using common collection and 
ingestion platforms ... This is the essence of a curated data approach — assemble, assess 
and fill in the gaps to create quality statistical data.

Robert Santos, Director, U.S. Census Bureau

Both an infrastructure and a 
continuously evolving 
ambition to empower and 
enable Bureau scientists and 
their data users to develop 
new measures of people, 
places, and the economy. 

CURATED DATA 
ENTERPRISE

The Census Bureau 
of the Future

Exploits multiple data sources, 
from sample surveys, 
censuses, and other official 
administrative and third-party 
data, which can provide more 
robust, timely, and 
comprehensive measures 
when combined. 



Flipping the 
Focus

Determine what 
information stakeholders 
need to reach their 
objectives 

From there, shape the 
statistical products to be 
developed 



Statistical 
Product First 
Approach
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Shifting the 
Paradigm



Statistical Product First Approach

Ensures Data Support Purposes and Uses

Purposes 
and Uses

Disseminating 
Products to 
Meet Data User 
Needs
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What are some purposes and uses? 
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Disseminating products to meet data user needs

Climate Change Workforce Automation

Migration

Commuting Patterns

The Unhoused

Gig Economy

Elderly Residential Care

Economic Mobility

Differential Undercount

Emergency Preparedness Changing Demographics

Vulnerable Populations

Rural CommunitiesCounting Children Family UnitsEquity and Inclusion Local Businesses

Tribal Areas

Broadband Deployment



The Continuous Journey Ahead
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Exemplar: Skilled Nursing Facilities & Flooding Events

Eliciting 
Purpose & 

Use

• Create a comprehensive 
picture of SNF care: 
residents, staff, and owners. 

• Address questions related to 
emergency preparedness with 
a focus on flooding events



Exemplar: Skilled Nursing Facilities & Flooding Events

Leveraging All 
Data

• American Community Survey and 
other surveys

• Flood risks, community assets,  
travel routes

• Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS)  
administrative data
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Exemplar: Skilled Nursing Facilities & Flooding Evenst

Identifying the 
Gaps

Surveys results are often 1 to 2 
years out of date. 
Supplement, integrate, or create 
new data products using 
administrative and other data 
sources
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Exemplar: Skilled Nursing Facilities & Flooding Event

Informing 
New Data 
Collection

CDE Capabilities to Exercise
• SNF residents’ characteristics 

(ACS)
• Created risk scores by routes to 

work (SNF) - LEHD
• Computed nursing home 

emergency preparedness - CMS
• Identified community assets and 

resources – Local and ACS data
• Integrated data with different 

units of analysis, timing, 
geography
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Exemplar: Skilled Nursing Facilities & Flooding Event

Disseminating 
Statistical 
Products

GitHub repository
• Data sources
• Code
• Visualizations
• Documents
Curation Report
Presentations 
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Exemplar: Skilled Nursing Facilities & Flooding Event

Use Cases
• define and design the CDE 

capabilities, and 
• provides input to a research 

agenda to build the CDE.
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https://doi.org/10.18130/ce97-sp05


Summing it up: A Curated Data Enterprise
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Imagine the Art of the Possible



We welcome your ideas!

Discussion to be led by Steve Jost
Ø What are major purposes the statistical products need to 

support? 
Ø What would add value to your statistical products?
Ø What modalities of statistical product dissemination support data 

user needs?
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We welcome your ideas!

Discussion to be led by John Thompson
Ø How do we elicit information about purpose and use?
Ø  Who should participate in development of products?
Ø  How do we ensure that the solicitation and development of statistical 

products happen equitably?
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Thank you!


