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Outline

• Demo of data.census.gov
• Educational Materials and Tips
• Q&A
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data.census.gov Demo
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1. Getting Started with ACS Data
Example: Geography Profile and Data Profiles for Wayne County, Michigan

2. Comparing Across Geographies in a Map (Searching by Topic, Mapping, Download)
Example: Commuting data tables for all census tracts in Delaware County, Pennsylvania

3. Comparing Across Geographies in a Table (Searching by Topic, Export)
Example: Ratio of Income to Poverty for Houston city and Harris County



Geography Profile for Wayne County

Start on the data.census.gov landing 
page and enter the name of the 
geography you want to view.

• Type ‘Wayne County, Michigan’ into 
the single search bar.

• Click on the preview for the profile 
to go directly to the full geography 
profile.
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Geography Profile for Wayne County
Geography Profile for Wayne County
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Click a table title for more information on the topic

Geography Profile for Wayne County
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Navigate to Table and Click Filter to Add Your Geographies 

• Type DP0 
Wayne 
County in 
the single 
search bar 
and press 
enter
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View Data Profiles

• View the four ACS 
Data Profiles for 
your geography. 
They provide a 
collection of the 
most popular 
statistics across all 
topics from the 
ACS in the form of 
estimates and 
percentages.
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1. Getting Started with Census Data
Example: Geography Profile and Data Profiles for Wayne County, Michigan

2. Comparing Across Geographies in a Map (Searching by Topic, Mapping)
Example: Commuting data tables for all census tracts in Delaware County, Pennsylvania

3. Comparing Across Geographies in a Table (Searching by Topic, Export, Download)
Example: Ratio of Income to Poverty for Houston city and Harris County
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Select Advanced Search

• Select Advanced 
Search from the 
landing page of 
data.census.gov
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Select Geography: All Census Tracts in Delaware County

• Select Geography

Geography → Tract  
→ Pennsylvania → 
Delaware County, 
Pennsylvania →  All 
Census Tracts 
within Delaware 
County, 
Pennsylvania
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Select Topic: Commuting

• Select Topic

Topics → 
Employment → 
Commuting

• Verify filters and click 
Search in the lower 
right corner of the 
screen.
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View Table Results 

• Click the 
Tables tab to 
view the list 
of tables 
related to 
commuting

• Collapse the  
Filter and 
Results 
Panels to see 
the table 
across your 
full screen
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View Table

• Find an 
estimate in 
the table that 
you would 
like to map
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Navigate to Map

Navigate to the map tab

• Click the Maps tab or the Map 
button in the table ribbon

• Verify the map is set to the 
Census tract level, and that it is 
zoomed to your desired area
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From the Map View

• Select the Variable 
dropdown menu in the 
upper left

• Find and click the variable 
that says Total—Workers 16 
years and over—MEANS OF 
TRANSPORTATION TO 
WORK—Public 
transportation (excluding 
taxicab)—Estimate

Select Your Variable
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• Click on the census tracts 
with the darkest shade of 
blue to see which tracts have 
the highest estimate of 
people who commute to 
work via public 
transportation

View Map
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1. Getting Started with Census Data
Example: Geography Profile and Data Profiles for Wayne County, Michigan

2. Comparing Across Geographies in a Map (Searching by Topic, Mapping)
Example: Commuting data tables for all census tracts in Delaware County, Pennsylvania 

3. Comparing Across Geographies in a Table (Searching by Topic, Export, Download)
Example: Ratio of Income to Poverty for Houston city and Harris County
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Select Advanced Search

• Select Advanced 
Search from the 
landing page of 
data.census.gov
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Select Geography: Harris County, TX

• Select Geography

Geography → 
County → Texas → 
Use the Search bar 
to search for 
‘Harris’ → Harris 
County, Texas
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Select Geography: Houston city, TX

• Select Geography

Geography → Place 
→ Texas → Use the 
Search bar to 
search for Houston
→ Houston city, 
Texas
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Select Topic: Poverty

• Select Topic

Topics → 
Income and 
Poverty → 
Poverty → 
Poverty

• Verify filters and 
click Search in the 
lower right
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Load Table Results 

• Click the 
Tables tab

• The first 10 
table results 
are displayed. 
Switch the 
view from 10 
to 50 to view 
more tables 
in the list
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Browse Table Results 

• Select B17002 
from the list 
of tables

• Click the table 
title to load it

• Collapse the 
Filter and 
Results panels 
to view the 
table in full
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Customize Table

• View the 
different table 
capabilities 
within the 
table view



• Click Excel

• Open file
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Export to Excel Table



View Exported File
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• Click the 
Data
worksheet

• View your 
table



• Click CSV

• Open file
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Export to CSV Table



View Exported File
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• View your 
table

• Note the 
difference 
in table 
view 
versus the 
Excel 
export
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• Click ZIP from the 
table ribbon

• Verify the years 
you would like to 
download

• Click Download 
.CSV

Download Table



Open File
• Once the download status reaches 100% the file will download to Excel

• Open the .csv file that has “data” in the naming convention
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View Download



Outline

• Demo of data.census.gov
• Educational Materials and Tips
• Q&A
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Why Does My Table Not Show All of My Selected Geographies?
Why Am I Unable to Select My Geography?

It is often due to using ACS 1-year estimates instead of ACS 5-year estimates. ACS 1-year has min population requirement of 65,000 people.

Click the product drop down menu and choose ACS 5-year estimates to get data for your geographies. 

ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5950
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https://ask.census.gov/prweb/PRServletCustom?pyActivity=pyMobileSnapStart&ArticleID=KCP-5950


How Do I Access Data for ZIP Codes?

Use ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs) for data 
on people and housing 

Use ZIP Codes for data on businesses

https://www2.census.gov/data/api-documentation/using-data-census-gov-differences-in-zcta_zip-
code-summary-levels.pdf
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Found in the ‘Most 
Commonly Used 
Geographies’ Section

https://www2.census.gov/data/api-documentation/using-data-census-gov-differences-in-zcta_zip-code-summary-levels.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/data/api-documentation/using-data-census-gov-differences-in-zcta_zip-code-summary-levels.pdf


How Do I Access Data for Collections of ZCTAs in Bulk?

Easy-to-use filters allow you to select all ZCTAs for the most recent data releases

2021 ACS
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Similar pseudo geographies are available for Places, County Subdivisions, and other lower level geographies 



How Do I Select All Census Tracts within a city or town?

• Use the ‘within other geographies’ option to view other ways of selecting geographies

• Add other search criteria

• View and/or download your tables
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Our Development Depends on YOUR Feedback

Check out data.census.gov and provide comments at 
census.data@census.gov or use the Feedback button on the main 

data.census.gov landing page
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mailto:census.data@census.gov


Data.census.gov Workshops
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https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov/workshops.html

https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov/workshops.html


Stay Connected

data.census.gov Resources page:
census.gov/data/what-is-data-
census-gov.html

Census Academy:
census.gov/data/academy/webinars
/upcoming.html

Feedback: Email comments to 
census.data@census.gov

Dissemination Outreach Branch
Center for Enterprise Dissemination
U.S. Census Bureau
census.data@census.gov
301-763-8327
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https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
https://www.census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html
https://census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html
mailto:census.data@census.gov
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