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What is Disclosure Avoidance?

• Disclosure avoidance is a process to protect the confidentiality of 
respondents’ personal information in published data.

• Disclosure avoidance is not new; first used in 1930 Census when 
some tables for small geographic areas were not published to 
protect respondents’ confidential data.
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The Differential Privacy framework used in 
the 2020 Census is new.
• Advances in technology and rapid growth of new databases have 

increased concerns about data privacy. 
• Differential privacy is a disclosure avoidance framework used to 

protect the confidentiality of respondents’ data in published products. 
• Adds statistical noise so no one can associate published data with a 

person or household with certainty.
• So far, differential privacy algorithms have been applied only to 

2020 Census data.
• At present, there are no plans to apply the techniques used in the 

2020 Census to the ACS data; the science does not yet exist. 
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For more information:
ACS disclosure avoidance webpage

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/disclosure-
avoidance.html

Reader-friendly briefs about the 2020 Census application

• Disclosure Avoidance and the 2020 Redistricting Data
• Why the Census Bureau Chose Differential Privacy
• Disclosure Avoidance and the 2020 Census: How the TopDown Algorithm 

Works

Thank you!

https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/disclosure-avoidance.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/disclosure-avoidance.html
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjcuNzQwODgxNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZW5zdXMuZ292L2xpYnJhcnkvcHVibGljYXRpb25zLzIwMjMvZGVjZW5uaWFsL2MyMDIwYnItMDIuaHRtbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMzAzMjdtc2RlY3MxY2NkdGFycyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.d0wn2xTbN9ve327NEN7J4NS3wqUaOhoMhBgv5doK6e8%2fs%2f1075615418%2fbr%2f156841260259-l&c=E,1,U_pghyFtYRV3KPF66BQ71kSLgVfhj-VfjP1yqgxpjFMOLakAgO-CjZMrpGd9VKpd-Ky_-T7OlMvIf59-SbC79meHmNDxUPglvlEq7OEKcfHoR50,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjcuNzQwODgxNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZW5zdXMuZ292L2xpYnJhcnkvcHVibGljYXRpb25zLzIwMjMvZGVjZW5uaWFsL2MyMDIwYnItMDMuaHRtbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMzAzMjdtc2RlY3MxY2NkdGFycyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.aoaOYsdSt1rWjg0M9kKZtZbRHU8seTCyD2S2Gl1CCXQ%2fs%2f1075615418%2fbr%2f156841260259-l&c=E,1,iTlTW-TdIaf4rkKaDdhv7FDWvG85ZKTwR78o5h-zw6Y8q-N70R7gOn_A_wSm7U0OUTcAFTcZmll7TcySkzcZUloLl0RL_g6F7SuG9HLvZSdE0eOnLWFdnUHmjOMz&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjcuNzQwODgxNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZW5zdXMuZ292L2xpYnJhcnkvcHVibGljYXRpb25zLzIwMjMvZGVjZW5uaWFsL2MyMDIwYnItMDQuaHRtbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMzAzMjdtc2RlY3MxY2NkdGFycyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.LmI5Lo41ARL5i9GYiiYpkHzSbzxNZ5MNhv3Z5m3yT7o%2fs%2f1075615418%2fbr%2f156841260259-l&c=E,1,764twRbFUOOU_RpCYuE2OAqmBXahBr6ANlC7ec_08UWT_xT9DgvOZEj48_nImSEfMADJBiFzkoCXvOSAsAyi37nh9oEcpEN8hhHc90jVMHCn&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMjcuNzQwODgxNjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZW5zdXMuZ292L2xpYnJhcnkvcHVibGljYXRpb25zLzIwMjMvZGVjZW5uaWFsL2MyMDIwYnItMDQuaHRtbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249MjAyMzAzMjdtc2RlY3MxY2NkdGFycyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.LmI5Lo41ARL5i9GYiiYpkHzSbzxNZ5MNhv3Z5m3yT7o%2fs%2f1075615418%2fbr%2f156841260259-l&c=E,1,764twRbFUOOU_RpCYuE2OAqmBXahBr6ANlC7ec_08UWT_xT9DgvOZEj48_nImSEfMADJBiFzkoCXvOSAsAyi37nh9oEcpEN8hhHc90jVMHCn&typo=1
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