
KIDS COUNT DATA ADVOCACY
The American Community Survey: Helping Kids Count

2023 ACS Data Users Group Conference May 17, 2023



The Annie E. Casey Foundation

2

FAMILY OPPORTUNITY COMMUNITY



Strategic Framework Indicators
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KIDS COUNT: Scale Strategy



American Community Survey

 Disaggregated data at state- and local-level:

 by race/ethnicity

 by age

 by race/ethnicity and age

 Data for smaller geographies

 ACS PUMS: data for unique or unusual groups

 Assess impact of state legislation
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National KIDS COUNT Data Products Impacted
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Data Book Race for Results Data Center



ACS Indicators in Data Book

 Children in poverty

 Children whose parents lack secure employment

 Children living in households with a high housing cost burden

 Teens not in school and not working

 Children in single-parent families

 Children in families where the household head lack a high school 
diploma

 Children living in high poverty areas

 Young children not in school

 Children without health insurance
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State KIDS COUNT Partners and the ACS

 Identify disparities

 Trend analysis

 Calculate service access and delivery areas

 Aggregate geographies for advocacy (i.e. 
develop city council districts, service or 
development regions)

 Use as denominator to calculate rates

 Advocate on behalf of kids.
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Child Organizations That Use the ACS

 National and State KIDS COUNT

 First Focus

 Child Trends

 Zero-to-Three: State of Babies Annual Report

 Diversitydatakids.org 
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What Comes Next

 Guidance on how to use CPS responsibly

 Wait and see: 2020 5-year ACS estimates

 Explore alternative data sources

 Help networks and partners navigate

 ACS Advocacy
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